BAPTISM
1.  
What does the term “baptism” mean? 


To immerse, plunge, to dip in or under, to sink, to drown, to bathe. In Christian terms, when someone decides to “get right with God,” part of the “outward sign” of accepting Jesus as their savior is being baptized.
2.  
What is baptism?  


Here is how Paul pictured what happened when you came to Christ  “Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we wouldno longer be slaves to sin.” Romans 6:3-6


When you came to Christ, you became linked with Christ. Your old self died along with its wants, will, and passions. Then God re-created you (2 Corinthians 5:17). Baptism pictures this reality. As you go under the water it symbolizes Christ’s death. As you come up out of the water it pictures Christ’s resurrection. As you participate in baptism you identify with Christ in these actions.  
So, baptism is an outward showing of what has already taken place in the heart of someone who has received Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Through baptism we identify with the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Symbolically, we die to our old ways, and we rise out of the water in newness of life.
3.  
Why should I be baptized?  


As Jesus was preparing to leave His disciples He gave to them important instructions.

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20


Jesus challenged them to go throughout the world and make “disciples” or followers of Christ. With these followers they were to first baptize them. The first step for every follower was to be baptized to demonstrate their initial identification with Christ. When we as believers participate in baptism, we are declaring publicly that we have placed our faith in Jesus Christ. We are now followers of Him for the rest of our lives. So the first reason to be baptized is to be obedient to Christ’s command and to publicly demonstrate our identification with Him.  
Another reason to be baptized is because it is the pattern in the New Testament. Throughout the book of Acts we see people become a follower of Christ and their immediate response is to identify themselves to Him through baptism. It is an outward demonstration of your inward transformation.
